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R M. X. fl, 

jp«r / i^or Tl^ww Recwd that They have 
a Xed of Gad ^ but ^ot according to 

IN rbefe Words we have the AfcHUs Chamber 
of the Unbelieving Jews , or at lepft of the 
better Sort of Them. He tells us that They 
bad a Zeal •fGoii and that when They reje^ed our 
BlefTed Saviour^ oppoCed his Gofpd^ and even per* 
iecuted his Followers , They thought that They did 
Him Service. But thejr Zeal was without Knoi^leJgei 
It was a furious J tHnd^ erroneous Zeal ; 9nd Such as 
not withftanding Their Good Intention , would End in 
nothing lefs tbian Damnation at the laft. St. Paul 
eameftljr defir'd, and pray'd for , their Salvation ; 
JSretireff, lays He, my hearts dejke , and frajer to God, 
for Jfiaet u, that they might be Saved : But He knew 
ithat without Repentance, and Converfion, They muft 
1>e lofi notwithftanding all their Zeal, nay the rather 
Jt)y reafop of it ; and therefore He gives Them the 
true Chara^er of it in the Words of the Text j That 
fhey bad a zeal of God , but not according to know^ 
Jcdge. 

From which Examfle of that dp]|uded , and obftl* 
Dace People , and the Cenfure the Jfofile here pafTe; 
both upon their Sftrit, and ASions { there ar^ thefe 
Three Things which will deferv.e our feiipuii Confi* 
l^raiia^: 
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l/f. That there may be a Zinl of GoJ^ without 

Knowledge. 
lldlj. That where Such a- Zeal prevails in anjr 
Number of Perfons , it will generally ht 0^ 

Occafion of much Mifcbief. 

llldly. That notwithft4ndihg aWy Such Zeal of 
God^ yet if Mens A3ion$ are not agreeable to 

God's ^f illy They will he accounted Sinful now, 
and be funijh'd bj Him asfncb hereafter. 

The Confcquence whereof fliotild therefore b© 
this ; To oblige Men to take heed that (heir Zeal 
h according to knorwledge ^ and not to think tha^ 
They jQtall be any farther either ^«cfyrtfi» ttyOvJuftified 
for it , than as their Zeal is Regulated by the i\n6t 
Meafures of a right Faith ^ iferfeS Charity , and a 
Uhiverfil Obedience^ 

And^ I{1. That there may be a Zeal of God witi^ 
{mt Knffwledge. 

A Truth as Certain , as that Good Men may be 
MiftaJun i and think They Do well ^ when never- 
thelefs thro' Error^ or Ignorance, they Do the quite 
Contrary. Nay more ; 'Tis as Certain^ as that Men 
of i/iolent Vaffions are aft ^ or at leaft Uahle j to be 
led by their Fa£tons more than by thtiv Reafon j and 
by that means to fall into Such Mifiakes , as m 
their Own cooler Hours they would not be Guil- 
ty of. 

Zeal is ^ in general , the Violent EffsH of ah Ar-^ 
Jent Love. )f it be ^onfider'd with refpe^ to Our 
Selves f and the DeJ^e we have of Enjoying wha^ 
Wt Jjove^ it carries Us to an eameP Endeavour to 
Attain it ; ' and to Remove put of our way what- 
ever may be likely to .hinder our' Enjoyment of 
it. tf with Relation to the' Perjom fVbom w^ Love\ 

Jl 



k moves lis no lefs Veheniencly (o Pp whacW^ / 

think will be pleafmg to Him j and to 9p^/f what<^ 
ibever.Wc cake to be Repugnant to His i^i7^ His 
3^0r, or intenfii But to which foever of Thefc 
it is ^plied > fiill jZe^i/ fuppofes the Love to be 'c^r^ 
Croit i znd, by Copfequence^ the EfFeds of it to b^ 
Stimfg, wd Fhknt. And therefore as the Love (f 

Go4s ^^^ ^^ ^5^^ ^^ ^"^ ^^^ Eternai Salvation -^ 
^& CO be in ^/T Af^^ ^ and in aB Good Men truly 
tiij the Uigheft of ajl Xw^/^ and D(/!rei ; fo muft 
•the Ze«/ for cheie be proportionabiy Strong, and Ve^^ 
bemm. And if it chance to be kindled in the Breaft 
«/ a IVarm^ imfetuo$n Votary, it will Bmn with Fa/- 
97 j and without great Care exceed the Bounds not 
Q^y of Rt^rfm, but o£ Religion too^ in its C>/?er^« 
tim. 

For to confider it more particularly^ itl each of 
the tv^o a^ffeSi I have before mentioned. 

Rr/, He wto Lifves Qod with izff A// tieatf, niufl 
toeeds de^e to Lnjoy Him i and^ in order thereunto^ 
wUI Qiakeit hts e^inv/? Endeavour to Remove whatfo"- 
cvcx may be likely to Objlru^ his Enjoy mpt otHith. 
And th|]S f;|r Our Zeal U to be f^re, in the g^neral^ 
opt ondy t^ful, but ComwenJable. But ffill hefe 
may be Room^ in thp pjirfuit of this End, Excellent 
as it is^ for AJUJfaies to cpipe in ; and if our Zeal 
be without knowledge, it may Run Us into Stsperjll^ 
tion^ 9nd even into Sin. Vor, 

(jft.) To be Zealous in Avoiding what is ff/?/?/ 5/rt. 
ful I furkidden by GV^/, aod deftruBive of our £/»ytf;* 
ment of Him } is without iCoqcrov^rfy hi^^hly Good, 
and Vraipt-wortbj. Our Dj^/;' Requires it, and our very 
Intereft obliges XJs to be Firm, and Conftant, in Striving 
againft it. JSut yet a Man may be Deceived in judgir^.f; 
of what is Midden : f[c may think That to be SinjU 
mhich J^e^MJ is not) and fo^his ;Zeal for want of be- 
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jng guided by KnoTvkdge, may become utterly yam, 
and unprofitable. 

This wa$ the Cafe of the Jem(h'Cmverts : They 
tKought it to be Xfnlavfful to Eat of fucb Meats as the 
law of Mofes had forbidden j and They forbore fo to 
' Do y out of Cmfcienee to Go^s Commandment. Kay 
fo Zealous were chey in this Particular, as to account 
it their Duty not only to abftain from fuch Meats 
Jiemfelves, but to Impoje the like forbearance even up- 
on the Gentile Converts. But they were miftahen vx 
their Judgment qf their Duty as to this Matter : And 
their Zeal , for want of Knoa/ledge^ ferved only to 
bindi down a heavy Burden^ • without need ^ upon 
their Own Shoulders \ and to prompt them to Jtulge 
too hardly of Others^ who underftood their CbriBian 
Ubertj better than Themfelves. 

1 Doubt not but there have been Many among Us 

who have verily thought the few bmoeent , and I 

muft beg leave to add, even Decent Ceremonies of ottr 

Churchy \o be. Superjlitious, and Unlawful. Who have 

look'd upon our Common-Prajer, as liccle better than 

the Mafs Book in EngUfh : Our truly Primitive and 

^pojtolical Efifcopacy ^ as the Refult of Vof^ Pride , 

2nd Ufuroation : And our whole Confiitutiouy upon 

thefe and the like accounts^ fuch as no good CbriBian 

could allow of They have been taught by their 

Leaders to think amifs of Us ; and^ tho' They know 

hot why 9 yet they Efteem it a Matter worthy of 

thtxvZealy not only to Separate from us^ but ^ojudgt, 

tiay to Speak, oftentimes^ very bardfy of Us. But 

their Concern to Oppofe what they tiike to be l^- 

lawful on the One hand ^ has certainly rUh them 

into a grievoMt Sin on the Other : Whilft to avoid an 

imaginary Superjlition , they have fallen into a Real 

Schifm ; and mud anfwer to God for all the III Con« 

fequences of Separating from a weil-ejfablijh'd Cburcb, 

upon tbe account of fuch things a0 are not only 
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Lawful^ but ExftJUiu j and^ in the general^ fo Nc 
eefiny tti^c no CiMrci whacfocvct can poffibly Subfift 
withodc Them. 

And as Men may cffeem fotnc things io be Sim^ 
ful, which indeed are not ; and by that means fiHJr 
€ff>fy cbeir Zeal on that Side j So may They, 

(zJfy^) No left acconnt Other things to be a AUt-^ 
ttr of Dmtj^ which 6od has not Remmind ; and 
be ZudoM , without need , for the Ohfervatim U 
Them. 

This was a^in the Cafe of thofe JenHfii Cmp^ti 
I before mentioned. They thought Themfelves 0« 
bilged not only to Ahfiain from fuch Meats |^^ ^^^ 
as the Law had Forbidden ; but to Otferug ^^ ^/ ' 
luch Rites, and Cerarnnits, as the lame GiUv.k^; 
Idtm had Commanded to be Obferved. ^f^ '^ 
And the* in other Refpcfts they Ohey'd '^• 
the Gofftl of Cbriff, yet in chefe Particulars they fiill 
continued Zealous for their former Infiittttkni ; . and 
forced even ,the AfoBles themfelves not only to AU 
W ^ ^ but many rimes to join a^itb Them in , the 
lame Ohferuations, A&. xiv, y. &e, xxi. io. 

I need not tell you how many foolitts^ and Superb 
Ititious Praffices, thofe of the Chureh of Rome recom* 
mend to their People as matters of Duty ; and their 
deluded Votaries more Zealoujly ohjerve i thaii the 
Tveigbticr Parts of the Gojpel f Jufiice , Miny , and 
Ri^bteoufneft. We may bear Tbem record that tbejt 
bave a Zeal of God, but not according to Knowledge* 

They would as foon renounce Cbrifiianity ^ as Pojrt^ 
ry ; and neglect rather to Pray to God thro' Jtfus 
Cbrifi , than not join the Merits and Interctffion of 
the Blefed Virgin and their Saints^ with His Me^a'^ 
iion. 

And I would to God that Meli's 2m/ were un^ 
hafciimUe oaW : Buc alas ! ic is coo eften Siiffui alCo t 
Whflft 
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(iJU.) They tre Zeakm for fuch' things as are 
not iHMy.noc Rxfulrtd hjQni^ and fb no Matter t^f JDj^ 
/^ ; but are contrary to bis tfiH } and^ as lach^ UnlaTi^^ 
fui to hed^m. 
• This was the Gafc bf the Unconverted Jewi^ of 
whom the j^fofiU here fpeaks. They thought Them- 
(M^es obliged to hold fad to the Law of Mofts^ as the 
Inflkutionof God, aid neceffary to be obferved ont of 
C^fkience t^ Him : And the Refult was} that thro* 
their Zeal for That, they denjd, rejeSed, and at laft 
Crtitifydy the L^^ <>f GAwy. Ttiey cffosd his Gofpef, 
aftd ferftcuted bis DifcifUs ; and when riicy kilPd them^ 
thought that They did God Service. 

This was their Sin, the fad Effed of their m/]^tfibr9f 
2^4/ ! Nor is the Cafe of thofe of the Other Commu^^ 
niony much bettet at this Day. They account it their 

Duty to bdiWe as their Cbwrcb ielieves, and to do as 
they are direBed to do : And fo out of Confeience to 
Cod, they corruft the F^ir6, and tranfgrefs the C^ivf* 
mandments of Cbrift ; They Believe fuch things as are 
ntf^fy inconfifient wkh the OofpeU^Trutbs j and Dp /iri 
Ii6;»^j as caa meVfr te reeonciri with the G^j^e/ P/>/> 

Were we not too well acquainted with ttieir BUnd^ 
ntfs, as well as Zeal, we fhould hardly think it pofli- 
ble for any Cbrifiians to be fo hr deluded as, in Mat- 
ters of Faith , to trtifi in their Own Good Works j to 
boaft oi Works of Merit and Sufer-errogation j to think 
that^any other Vrofitiatory Sacrifices were to be Offer d 
to God for Sin befides that One, Perfe&, and jlU^Juffici- 
ent Sacrifice of the Crofs» But much more to be fo 
Corrupted, as in Matters of PraBice, to Worjhif Ima^ 
goSy Tray to Saints, Adminifier the Holy Eucbarifi in One 
Kind, Keep the Puhlick Service of the Chmch in an 17»- 
known Tongue ; and, as much as poffible, i/e»y the very 
Serif tures themfelves to the Teof lei And, which is fiill 
more. Condemn %U -thofe as Obftinate ttereticks^ who 
TifiU not i or rather^ to fpeak more properly, cannot, 

be 
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be fb far deluded, as to believe, and fraSife, as They 
io. TTet to this height of Error and Impiety, has the 
wane of Cbrijtian Knowledge carried whole Churches 
and Countries ; and no donbt Many have a true Zeal 
ef God in their Concern for thefe Things, which are 

fi> camtrary to bis Honour, as well as refugnant to his 
RtveUtions. 

Sochftrange Nfiftaices are Men capable of falling 
ilKp in this firfi kindoi Zeal ^ which arifes from their 
Defrt 4>f EnjojingGod, and being made for ever Haffj 
wich Him. 

There is another fort of Zeal founded upon the 
fmMLefve 0fG^d,mth that I have now been confider* 
ing, but under a Different RefpeH ; namely, 

Seamdlj, As it looks not to Our Own Hafpinefs^ in 
die Emjefment of Him, but to his Honour : When be* 
iog hi^ly concerned for the Glory of God, we are 
ZeaUas not only to Do what we can to Tromou 
ic, but to frevent, or eorreB, whatever we take 
to be contrary thereunto. Now this alfo is, in its 
Trimifkj a Commendable Zeal ; but yet if not it* 
gulaeed with (otSM competent Knowledge of what Does 
truly make for GoJts Honour, or is Contrary ibereunto^ ic 
may lead us into^rr^f Errors, and, in Confequence 
thereof, engage us in Great Sins, 

The Jews l^retofore fo acknowledged the Unity of 
the Divine Nature, as to think it an ImpeachTnent of 
th^ ijlorj ^ Cod, for our Saviour to pretend to be his 
Sam ; and in Confequence thereof, to Make himfelf 
E^ttal with God, Jo. V. i8. — x. ijo, 35. They e- 
fieemed it to be the Singular Prerogative of God to 
Forgive Sin ; and in their Zeal for his Honour in this 
Particular, They condemned our BleiTed Lord as 
Guilty of Blafpbemy for pretending to doir, Mat. ix. ^^ 
But chey did not confider either the Fower, .or Digni^ 
^ of Chrii: And therefore thtir Zeal was not only 
Groundle/s^ but Sinful ; whikft-by difljoncurivg the Scn^ 
They difhonoured the F^itber alfo j and aited contrary to 

the 
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xhi Glorj if Goij in the very ^ings which They did 

for the Prefervaiicn of it* 

Let me add yet one Remari more with Refped Co, 
Both thefe kinds of Zeal } and it is this : That if 
Mens Zeal be not glided by knowledge^ it may be 
right in its OhjeS j I'he Things for which they are 
Zealom, may be trttly Good^ and even worthy to be cm-- 
tended frr ; and yet they may parfue them by fach 
Meahi as may be altogether Unfr, and UniuflifjabU s 
And this may make what is Good in itsfelfy become 

utterly Ewl to Them. 

The Jews in our Text are an eminentlnftance of thd 
Truth of this Remark. They not only Crucified our 
Saviour^ and Perfecuted hi^ Followers, but they Defamed 
and Calumniated Jboth. They fukofned Falfe IVitneJfes 
again ft HiV^ ; They afcribed the yery Miracles whjitch 
He wrought by the P^at^er 0^ Go^ to the .He/^ of rik 
JDf v// J They Drove his Difdples into )?rtf»ge C^^ioir- 
rr/Vi t And confider'd not that fuoh a Procedure wotld 
have been wiekedy and unwarrantable, tho' Cbrifiianity 
had really been as /2i(^ a Religion, as TUm/elws fro^ 
tended it to be. 

To be /?e4f/^y? in the ^me F/iiVifr, an(^ to etideavour 
by all proper Means to Con^uert thofe who do Err fronts 
it,and to be Zealous in Both ; is without Difpute very 
Good in ifi felf^ and wellfleajing to Godi But td 
it/f/fifj the 7fM^i& by Sedition and Rebellion ; To De^i^ye^ 
and even Murder Princes, whom w6 think to be Here^ 
tical J and employ Pire and Faggots, Galleys and jDhw- 
|^e0»/^ for the Converficn or Defiru&ion, of their 5ji^^ 
je^i : To ^'eiail F^iVA, blow up Parliaments, Sfnd COfXt* 

mit^he greateft mUanits under a Pretence of Zeal ftfr' 
Religion ; is a Crime, and a Scandal : Such a way of 
'defending and propagating Religion, as nothing but a 
FaSious, UnchriftianSoirit could fuggefi ; nor any thing 
but a ^//W, and implicite Obedience perfuade Men to 
Execute^ 

Whtii 
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When our S^mkur came to a cerraih Village of 
the Samaritans, and they refus'd to neeive him, h^j 
canfe his Face Icok'd as if he were going up to Jt^ 
rmfaUm j Two oC his Dtfciples, James, and 3^o^y, fo 
heioottfly refented the affront , as to deifire him to 

Command fire to come deitm from Heaven y and eonfame 

thtm for their Refiifal But he rebuked them, and iaid^ 
Tt knerw not m^bat mamter of Sf if it ye are ef. Luke ix. f f» 
Their Zeal was Good^ but the EffeB of it was Cruek 
The Samaritans offended in their blind Zealug^inft our 
S^oriwr, becaufe he was going up to Jerufalem to IVtr^ 
firifi But thofe ff^arm ^fofilts would hare finnti 
mmcb mora in the way they would have talcen to fn^ 
nips their Offence ; and have manifefled their Zeat 
tho' more jufiifiable in its Caufe, yet to have been 
no \^f% fttrionsy and unreafonaUeiXk its Oferdtim. 

I might bring this O^feroation nearer home to fomt 
things that bm/e baff end .Ksefy lately amo^ otirfehes: 
But I fhail forbear j and rather befeech God to Give 
thofe^who have bad any Hand in them^a due Senfe of 
their Ovm Errm , than fay any thing that may fecm 
to refleft too hardly upon them. If Our Old, bsx^e^ 
terate Enemirs, the Pafijls^ Were not at the httom of 
thofe Difirders , I am lure it was their Work that was 
-aU the while carrying on by them : And it muil be 
a very mi/guided Zeat indeed for any One to thinks 
that any Interefis, but thofe of Foftryy can be pro- 
moted by the mutual Quarrels of Prvtefiants with One 
Assetber. 

And thus have I (hewn you not only that a true 
Zeal for God may be deftitute of Knowledge ^ but have 
. withal pointed out to you by what mesms it may be 
£>• I proceed^ 

Udfy, To lay before you^ Ibt fatal Cmfiifuentis 
of fuch a mi/laken Zeal. 

> • • 
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But alas / vl>o can tnvtmcmc cbe h«lf oi thofe 
Ewit which chfi ExpcrienoB of all Ag9$ b«3 fbevrti €9 

be the fad rrfmlt of dlis frdific Princifle ; giu) whicb 
our Owa iym^i^ and evco our owoOm^^ Aitf 
eonuosxc oo ied and liimeoc. I am& fiomeot woy 
felf to memioQ bur a vecy few of tfaofe which w^rm 
inpfi notorious in the ^^sr/iieretofore^ 9od Piay hut, 
too plainly be obferved among Cbrifiim0 at this 
Day. 

And the lyf, is, a Utter Hatrti, and MJia^ %nd 
Upcbaritatlenefs towards all who differ from th9CB| 
but efpecially in matters cf RtUgiw. This was eod^ 
Aently the Cafs ef tie jews, and gave birth to aU 
chofe otber Evils wUch I Ihall hav« Occafion «p 
itake notioe of, as the furdier Effeffs of their mijg^i^ 
Jed Zeal. Asd I need not tell you how the &mi 
Spirit Gondoues to prevail among the Uke farious, 
and untsitord Zeak^ ftiH. When once iOien hav0 
cfpoufed a favcuritt Nptim y and are porfwaded Ithtt 
they are not only in the r%£r TAesufilws, but that.#/7 
Otiiirri ihould be of the fame Opisticn ; when a Girh 
4Mii; iM^if , or a frevailiisg Partly have lb far dekd^ 
them^that they look upon the Glorf of G^ , and (be 
htereffs of Religion to ^he concerned in their Errors^ 
jind that all who Difier from them are from thonct^ 
Jorth to be mark'd out as Enemies to Both ; 'tis an 
eafy ftep from Cenfuring their Bretbrmy to draw tbcan 
,on to Hatey and Deu(i them : And teach them to 
account it an Evidence of their Love to Gody to ba 
furicusy and meiaritatky towards their Neighboftr^ 

Hence it is that even Wife, and Good Men, haxe 
Jaeen but too ape to beftow their Aaafbemas upon 
One Anot her y not only without any jt^ f^fi^ but be- 
yond any reafmahle meafttre; as might eafily btf 
obewn were I jxiinded to repeat the Hiftory of fuch 
things as ought rather to be buried in a. peipecual 
Oblivion. But alas / We need not look back to fafi 

Afft 
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AgLi for fkiit which our 0%m Exferitftei fpeaks too 
plainly to Us. The Semei^cts^ and Cifffures, of Pir- 
^j agaioft TrmSlams } The ^i/rer, aod mhchriHim 
M»Uc€ which cbev bear cowards them;iK>t to menti- 
on the Hmt$ and Anitrnfitits whidi have fomecimes 
rilen among chofe of the RrformeJ Rtligjm who ha vt 
chanced to differ from One Amtbtr ; and chat not in 
nntterji of D^Btiwe, bat of Cburcb-Govermnent and 
piftifline , for Ritts and CerefmnUs j may fuffice to 
c<MiTince Us , how ape men are to coniecrate eheir 
Own Pafficnsf and PrejnJices, by the name Of Zeal'; 
and then chink themfelves at iiMrty to encourage the 
w&r/t RefentmentSy when they have once gotten a fhea^ 
of KeUgim m SanSify , and (m they chink) co jufii* 
fj, che titmolf Excefs of Them. 

Here therefore che £W/ of this mlftaken^ and 
umucor'd Zeal^ begin ; buc tfiey do not /lop bere : BiJt 
from fromfting Men firft to cenfnre, and bate Thofe 
who are poffibly both Pflfer, and £tf/r«r^ than Tbem* 
fdives ; it carries them on^ 

t.dljiy To downright .^Mfre/iiy; with Them ! Afid 
then the refult is^ chat it produces Scbifmsin the 
Cburcby and is too often che Caufe of Tumults y aud 
Diwjtonsj in che State. So ic was with the Jews not 
only with refped to the Cbrifiians, but amcvg Them' 
felves; and thus it will always be likely to be with 
aB Otbers who have the lame blind Ztal that They 
bad. For Zeal is an aSi^ue, and a viclent VrincifU : 
It raifes tht Paffions; and for the moft part carries 
this unhappy Difadvantage along with ir^ that ic not 
only fets no bounds to Them^ buc rather perfuadti; 
men that they ougbt not tofet Any. That (he niorc 
feree^ vktidfutioui, cheir Z$al is, the more Exc llrt ic 
oughc CO be efteemed by Tbemfehes , and the more 
Accepable ic will render them to God. And when 
pace Men are not only thus ntifiahen in their Ofmi^ 
pnt 9nd PralUce, buc account it their ffcidhr Clvry- G^ 
'*■•'■'*'*' to 
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to be; When they fo for SamSify their Errors as CO 
Aink that all Others ought to be Deceived with 
Them ; and that not to^ Believe as they Relieve^ Or 
Do as they Do, is a certain mark of Refrohation ; and 
Aews Them to be Enemies of God, and Perverteri of 
the trm Religion { 'tis eafy to Conclude what Difar^ 
Jers will be ukely to follow from fach Tempers, and 
fach Mtfiakii j and a daily Experience too plainly 
convinces us of it. The leaft that can be expefted 
h, that tb^ will witi-draw Themfelves from Thole 
who Differ fipom Them ; and, if* they can do no 
more, at leaft will Sefarsie from them, as not woiv- 
chy Qf their Comm^nim. 

Thtts it has been in all the Scbifmt which have a- 
rifen in the Church : And however we may fafpe<% 
die Heads of Them to have had fome Other Aioti'ves 
than a mett mifiahen Zeal for God and their Dufy ; 
yet we cannot but think , I am fure we ought in 
Charity to Hope, that there have been many among 
their Followers , who for want of better Inftrudion 
liave truly been deceived by Them ; and, as St« fassl 
tells us of the Jews in the Text, have had a Zeal for 
Cod, tho' not according to Knowledge. 

To fay nothing of the Qmtentions of thofe Abroad : 
What has been the refult of this Zeal among Our 
Selves^ Men at firft began to difiikefome things, they 
Jcnew not why , in the EftahUJhment of the Reforma* 
tion i and their difia/le incrcas'd even under Perfecso^ 
Sion, in their Esdle abroad. They there began from 
a difference in Opinion, to divide their Commnnion : And 
when it pleas'd God to reftore Them again to the 
free Extrcife of their Religion at home , they brought 
back thpir Prej^ce^ along with Them c Till at laft 
their Zeal \)roke o«t into a formal Schifm^ and never 
left till lit deftroy'd both Church and State ; and 
brought upon us that Jeluge of Evils^ which we iUU 
&el thjP fad^ffe^spf aj^ jh>$ D^jr. 
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This therefore is the next unhappy Cmfeftamei 
which nacanlly flows from a mifguiJed Zeal j and 
where the Erring Tarty wants Power , this is the 
wa^ it can do : Bat if it chances to get Strength^ 
jt ieldom fiops here^ bat 

^dlf^ Inftcad of freaking C^mmunum with their £r#- 
then J it prompts Men more magifteriaUy to CaB 
Tbem of from their dmmnnian firft ; and then to let 
befe their Rajtt againft them as not fit to Uve mfon 
the Earth. Thus did the Jews perfecute Our Savionr, 
and Ins Difcifles : And thus^ nocwithftanding all tl)e 
Commands of our BUfeJ MaBer to Love Onr Bre* 
tbren , or if th^t be not enough^ to Lave onr very 
Emmies^ have Cbriiiians learnt to Ferfecnte One Ano^ 

And here again I fliall not need to Recur to for^ 

mtr Ages for In^anees to Confirm the truth of this 

B£mark. The prefent Church of Rom^ is a Notari" 

fns^ as well as Scandalous, Proof of it. She Cuts n$ 

off from bet Commnnion , and did (he ftop there we 

mould nor much complain of her. 'Tis a benefit to 

be JenjJ Commnnion with Thole with whom we are 

perfuaded it would be damnable for us to Communis 

fate. But her Zeal carries her much farther th^n 

This: She Damns Us in Her Sentences i and that too 

0oes not much affed Us. Let her Cnrje, while God 

Bleffes : If her Anathemas do her felf no harm^ We 

^re very fare They will do Us None. Andj to com- 

Jleat all^ She Excites All who are of her Fa&ion, (fpr 
can fcarce call it Religion) to perfecute , and defirof 

I need not tell you how many wicked Devices the 

Heads of that Bloody , and Idolatrous Churchy have 
Scfund out to execftte chejr yengeance upon Us. Where 
topijb Princes Rute^ 'tis determined to be a matter of 
fuch Confcience to Root out Protectant s, that if T hey 
hegleft to do it . they (hall not only be damne*l in 
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the Other Werld^ but ran the hazard of being itfoftJ^ 
and even murder d^ in tbi. If the Prince be Hnnfelf 
Reformed, Or the number of his Rearmed SuhjeBs too 
great to be eafily deftroy'd ; then Holy Wars are to 
be rais'4 agatnft Them ; Thts and Majfacres are to be 
contrhred to devour them : Any thing to be dojne 
chat may but help either to Convert, or to Confume 
Them. This is the Refult of their mifiaken Zeal : 
They maintain the worft kind of CbriHianitj y by the 
moft ttnjufiifiable means ; and are a fad inftance both 
In the Oney and the Other, how deftitute a true Zeal 
(for fuch. without queftion there is in Many of that 
Church) may be of Knowledge ; and to what a dege-- 
neracf CbrifHam themfelves may fall , both in their 
DoSfrincj and in their PraBice. 

But O bleiTed Saviour! what a monftrous Corruf^ 
tlen, what an Utter Terverfion is this, of thy mo(l Ho^ 
ly. Mild, Aid Charitable Religion ? How has this Zeal 
deftroyed at once both the True Faith, and Spirit of 
the Gofpel ; and brought in the moft Grofs Superftiti- 
ens, and even Idolatry its felf, into the Church of 
Cbrifi} It is Tifad, an Amazing Conjideration : A Mat- 
ter of great Humiliation, as well as of grievous Scan^ 
dal, to All who lincereiy Love God, and Honour his 
Truth : And ought to convince us not only that theec 

may be a Zeal for God that u not aceordinjjr to Know^ 

ledge; but how careful we (hould All be^ both in the 
Examination of Things which we are Zealous for, and 
in our Manner of fiewing our Zeal for Them. 

And now^ I (hail not need add much to con- 
vince you, 

llldfy. That notwithftanding , any Pretence of a 
Good Intention for the Glory of God, yet if our Zeal 
be fuch as the Jews heretofore was, and as That 
^fomeCbriSiansno^ U j without Knowledge^ and 

contrary 
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Goncraiyto Chm^ ; it fliall be imputed toUs fof 
Sin bere^and as uicb^utile(s vfcRepent of it^be n* 
ipdnd of Us at the Lafi Lay. 
Visa JDay miftake in Other Maitm, and yet be Zip- 
moeeMf. Their Enor may be Iffvolmtaiy, perhaps Itp* 
vmciiky and for that Reafon ExcufahU. But that Ha^ 
trtJj and Malice, and Uncbaritablenefsy are great Sins } 
That Chriffians ought not to be Fakious and Contents^ 
ens i to Injure their Brethren, BXid Difturb Commmitiesi 
That m^n and Tnmnlts, Sedition and Rebellion^ are re* 
ry tt//Vi«i/ ^^i»f/; and that no Pretence of ^^Ghry ef 
God, or Zeal for Religion, can make them Lawful j 
no fiichPerfons can innocently be Ignorant : And there- 
fore^ if any Ones Zeal to far deludes him^ as tomako 
him Think, or Dq Othenvife, 'tis a fure Sign that hit 
Zeal its (elf is Criminal ; and like Mnrder committed 
by a Drunken Man^ will rather aggra'uate, than /r^o 
his Offence. 

When Mens £rr^/ are Involuntary, and (9 guarded 
as not to have any ill Influence upon their PraSice ; 
They mij^^^ii^ the Truth, not for want of a due Care to 
infirm tbeaifeWes aright, but for want of Capacity, or 
importunity, of being j^ef^er Inf^uSed ; And in the 
mean rime they neither Hi^e^ nor Condemn any One 
for being of a Contrary Opinion ; If they be ocherwife 
Good and Charitable, and to their Ze^/ /or G(?i/, add a 
Brotherly Love towardsi their fieigbbour ; there ought 
to be great Allowances made for fuch Errors , which 
are plainly their Misfortune, not their Fault : And a 
very few fundamental Articles of our Faith excepted, in 
which all Chrifiians generally do agree, and which are 
indeed fo plainly Revealed, that tis hardly pojjible fot 
any One Co be mifiaken in Them ; We ought not to 
doubt but that Men may quietly differ from One Ano^ 
tber, and from the Truth too, without any great dan-' 
ger to their Salvation. But if Men will not be con- 
cent to be Deceived Tbemfelves^ but will oblige Others 

B to 
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CO Err with them ; If chcir ZtaKo far cranrports them 
ars to engage thetti but of ConfiUnce to GaJ^ Co be Un- 
rifr^nV^^/^ towards their Neigbhar ; to divide titeCiurcb^ 
and to perjecute its Mewhers j Thev muft not chink it 
ftrange if the GQd ^ Low jina Vtace neither can 
af prove, nor will aVow of fuch Sins j cho* they flould 
ehance to be fo far blinded by their Ztaly or rarher 
Fnrj^^ as with thof? Jewi in St. John, really to think 
they did God Service, and it was their Duty to do it. 

St. Vaul tells us what a bigoued Zeal he himfelf had 
for the Laiv of Mofes before his Converfion : How he 
ferftcut^d the Cbrifiians unto Death^ binding, and deliver 
ring info Prifons both Men and Women^ Acts xxxil J, jL. 
And this he did ignorant Ij, in Unbelief; out of a full 
Perfaafion that it was his Dutjf fo to do. But yet for 
all this^ he confeiTes that he was herein a Btaffbemer, 

and a Perfecutor, and Iniuriom, and the chief of Sinners^ 
I Ttm. I. 13. And all the Service that his Ignoranct. 
and Good htention did him^ was, That it difpofed Goa 
Co bring him to Repentance; without which his Zfal^ 
Innocent as he thought it, would haire proved hisiCi^'iy,^ 
as he afterwards freely own'd it to have been hi Sin. 

But I obtained Mercy ^ fays he , becaufe I did it ignorant'^ 
Ip thro' Unbelief. And, For this Caufe I obtained Mercy ^ 
that in me firjl Jefus Cbrifi might fbew forth all Long-fuf* 
f^l^gy for a Pattern to Them which %ould hereafter be^ 
lieve pn him to Life Ever la/ting, Verles i;. 16. 

The fame Was the Cafe of many of the other y^*^/, 
who(e Salvation therefore our ^pofile earneftly Prays 
for in the Verfe before the Text. But ftill he plainly 
intimates that their Salvation was to be the £ne<% of 
their Repentance : And that, like him, they muft not 
oAlv lay afide their Blind Zeal, but muft embrace the 
Gojpel, or there could be no hope of Pardon for Them. 

O that Men would connder this more ferioufly 
chan'tis to be feared They do! That before they 
give the Reins to their Own Prejudices and Pafftons^ 

un- 
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under the Notion of Zeal for God^ T'^^/ woi^ re- 
member that fudi a Pretence^ tho'ft ihbttid be rtal^ yei 
will not Sandify any wlchd^ or irregular JShm ; an4 
render thctnlnmantinthcfigbtofGQd. In fliort | That 
they would refled^ How that a Good Intention is but One 
Circumfianceoi^iGoodASion y which fuuftbe ferfeS and 
entire in all its Tarts fir not withftahdihg any fnch Gwd 
Imention^ will be£Winits felf^and/in^iyif JtoUtfor^m. 
I have before obferved what an irregular ^^W ma*- 
ny of Thofe of the Cburcb of Rome have for their 
Religion. With what Hatred and Malice j with whar 
Fury and Bittemefs^ they purfue Thole who differ 
from Thetn. How for the fake of it they Breat their 
Faith ; ViJJohe all the Ties of Friendjhip and Relation ; 
pat off all Bowels of Mercy and Compaffion] DePofe^ and 
even Mstrder Princes ; EreA Inquipions dm to Tof^ 
ture^znd then ioBum, fuch as they are pleafed to call 
Hereticks : And this they AU fretend, and Son^e witlw 
out Controverfy trufy do, out of a Zeal for 6od, but 
not according to Knowledge. But fliall a Mijguidfd Zeal 
therefore excufe fuch Barbarities ? Shall Malice, and 
'Perjury, and Murder, and Rebellion, and Inhumanity m 

feXt, be no Crimes^ becaufe fome Men have fo far 
given Themfelves up to a 5/)ir/> of Delujion^ as to 
think they may lawfully commit them for God's fake i 
God forbid ! Nay, rath«r we may fear their Guib 
will be found to be fo much the greater, in that they 
have abufed the Sacred Name of God^ and his Holy 
Religion^ to make them a Cover to fuch Proceedings. 
For by this Means there is not only a great Liberty, 
and even Encouragement, given to Mankind to com- 
mit the worfi of ViUanies, without Remarfe ; but the 
Honour of God, and the Reputation of the Gojfel, are 
Blafphemed by Tlofe who are not better htfiruBed to 
know how little^ after all Mens Pretence to Zeal for 
Them on tbefe Occafions^ they either do allow, or 
wiB exeufe, fuch deteftable Enormities. 

B a Seeing 
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Seeing then it appears that even a True Zeal may 
|)e feparate from Knowledge } and^ by reafbn there- 
of^ inftead of promoting the Glory of Go J, the Inte- 
reps of Religiony and Mens Own Salvation, may be 
^iturlj refHgnani to all Thefe, and end in Shame and 
Damnation at the laft ; It will certainly very much 
Import Us Ail, 

Firft, To be the more careful that the Caufe for 
wh^ch we are, at any time. Zealous, be truly good : 
That wp be not either mifiaJun our [elves , or mifled 
Ij Others, to be eame^ in our Contentions for y»cit 
Things as are neither JuHifjable in themfelves, nor 
will warrant our Zeal in the Trofecution of them. 

It was St. VauPs Rule to the Galatians 
Gal.iv. io Oppofition to fome who did z^ahufy 
I7»i^- affeH them, hut not well ^ that it is good 
to be zealoujly affe£ied in a Good Thing. 
And indeed when we fiiali confider how apt mens 
Vaffioni are to miflead their Reafon, and that Zeal, as 
I before obferved , is not only the EifeA of an Ar^ 
dent Love, but is its felf a violent defire ariHng from 
thence, either of promoting the Honour of theP^ycn 
whom we Love, or of removing what may hinder our 
Enjoyment of him ; So that it requires not only the 
Concurrence of fever alVaJJions, butthofe too vehement- 

Ijf moved, to the conftltucioii of it : We may eafily 
conceive how apt this AffeSion will be to e^cceed its 
due bounds , and to tranfport Us not only beyond what 
It ought to do, but upon fuch Occafion^ too as do by 
no means become the Prudence, and Piety, of either 
9, Wife Man, or a Good Qhriftian. 

Nor is this all our Danger, tho' this were enough 
to engage our utmoft Care in this particular. There 
have always been, and will always be, many cun- 
ning, and defigning Men in the World, who make 

"UCe of the weU meant Zeal of Others to help them tp 
carry on fbcirOu^ v/Viki/gur^f^rnwi. Who like Dcme- 

trim. 
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trims^ and his Crafifmen, being touched in their OTtm 
frwatt Jnterefts, kt whole Citiesy and Countries In an 
Ufroar for their ^r^i^ Diana ^ whtlft themfelves fmile 
at t)M Delnfim^ to fee how under an innocent Con- 
cern for Gody and his Churchy they help to promote 
their Own Cavetant^ov Maliciom, Ends. I uiall not 
prefome to bring this Remark too near home, to our 
Oum Concern in it: This I may fay^ that what Ufe 
has been made of Mens Zeal heretofore, may be made 
again ; ' and for our Credits fake, if for nothing elfe^ 
we Ihould teTi^are that it be not our Own Cafe. But 

Secondly^ To warrant our Zeal^ we muft not 
only be well aflured that the Caufe for which we are 
concerned is good ; but ihould alfo take care that ic 
be worthy the Fervour we (hew for at. 

To be exceeding Zealous for little Matters ; To J/- 
fiurt our Sehesj and difquiet Others y fox fuch Things as 

cho' perhaps they may be Good , yet are of no real 

Moment to the great Concerns of Religion, issFooUfi 

and bnfrudent; and renders Our Zeal, like chat of 

the Fbarifees, in tithing Mint, Annife, and Cummin^ 

vain and ridiculous, if we can eafily, and ijuietly^ 

amend the leaft Matters in which the Honour of God, 

and the hterefis of Religion, are concerned, let us be 

careful to do it: But otherwife, let us not put all 

things into Corfufion for little, or no Caufe-, nor fuU 

down the Houfe, merely becaufe fome o( mRoomi 

are not/3 weU contrived, as we could wifli they were. 

So long as we are in this World there will be Im- 
ferfeBions in the befi Men, and in the beft Conflitutions ; 
And perhaps what We difapfrove, Others may have a 
tetter Opinion of. It is fo m the Cafe between Us, 
and thofe who, for fuch kind of things , Dijfent from 
Us. We think not only our Do8rine to be found, 
which even they allow; but our Ceremonies to be decent} 
Our Liturgy weB comfofed. and admirably futted to 
{he fnds for which it ws^ framed; and our Govern-- 

» ment 
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meut fb Ancient^ as to be indeed AfofioUcal: And w^ 
have all the Reafon in the World to believe that we 
are certainly in tbi right in thus thinking of them. 
But they have fomt Exceptions a^inft every One of 
thefe i yet not fo great but that They can Many of 
Them OccaJionaBjy fand I hope they do it with a 
good Confcience ) Communicate with tJs. And furely 
then notwithftanding any iuch fpppofed DefeSfs in 
Our Confiitutiony they fhould join in a Conjtant Cown^ 
munion with \3% ; at Icaft fhould not Aew fuch an 
intemperate Zeal^ as fome among them have done^ 
againft Us^ for vfhzt Tbemfehes mup allow to be> at 
leafty tolerable DefeSls. 

As it is the part of a. Good Man never to be Zea^ 
Ions but in a hw>d Matter ; So is it no lefs the pare 
of a Wife Man to Vroportion his Zeal to the Subje& of 
it ; and not to fuffer his Pajpons , or TrejuJices ^ to 
tranfport him fo far beyond the Bounds of Reafon^ 
as to b,e ^vehemently Zealous for fuch things as do not 
defen/Oy and therefore cannot in&ify, an immoderate 
Warmth for Them. 

And as we fhould be thus careful in the Ifbings we 
are Zealous for^ to fee that they be both Good, and 
Weighty i fuch for which we not only innocently May, 
but both in Duty, and Prudence. Ought to be earned- 
ly Concern d ; So muft we no fefs take he(?d. 

Thirdly, That our Zeal does not carry us to the 
yjfc of any Bvil, or Unlawful Means, to attain the 
lEnd at which We aim. 

The negle(% of this wais one part of the Jews 
Fault heretofore ; and it continues to be the great 
<^rime of Thofe of the Church of Rofne at this Day : 
Whofe Religion, were it as Ture^ as we are fure it is 
Otberwife ; yet would it by no means excufe thofe 
' tJnchriJUah Methods they make |ife of for the frofor 

gation of it. 

A, Good 
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A G W Caufi ieldotD needs Co be fapported by 
wkheJ MiOM : Or if it (hould, ytt a Geo J Msm would 
Rather leave hk Caufe to Gofs FrwiJence^ and let 
It Si(ffir, than venture to Sin againft God and his Onm 
Somt, for the Sake of it. To Ja Evil that Good maj 
Cp9mey was a Ma$um mth Some in the Afo/iles Times : 
But St. PWdenooaces no lefi than DsmmitioH to thofe 
who fliould jiS hf it ; and dedares chat their Pmiifi^ 
ment, how feverefoever it might (eeoij would yet 
be jii0fy due to tbem for fuch a Frocedttre. 

And yet^ BlelTed Lord ! How Common, I had al* 
moft faid^ How Catholic, an Error is this ? And how 
eafily do even Good Men (ofFer themfelves to be led 
away by it ? Let the Lies and Forgeries, the Uaek 
Cbaraffersy and envenomed Malioe which we have feen 
to freely raifed by Some, and (b readily embraced by 
Others ; and that not out of Zial for God^s Glory, hut, 
as it may juftly be fear'd, for much vforfer Ends; be 
^fed, as it is a flain, and dewonfirati^ue Proof, of This. 
I need not fay what numbers of Men have been 

n>if^ led by theie unbalUivd Artifices, to Divide Us a» 
mong our Selves ^ and almoft utterly to Overthrow , 
the very Caufe , and Ccnftitution , for which They 
would be thought to be fo Zeakujly Ccncernd. We 
have feen, we have /e// ; Oh ! that we did not ftill 
too fenfibly both fee, and feel, <he unhappy Effe&s of 
it ! But fure then the beft Ufe we can make of our 
Experience in this Particular^ will be to look^teiu - 
our Selves ; and to caution all Others, to bewgre of 

fuch a Zeal, as is aUe to delude Men into the allow- 
ance of the TMwJf Means to attain its Ptirpofes. And 
to confider , that Envy and Malice , Lying and Ca^ 
Imrnny, Clamour and Sedition ; Vndutifulnefs to Super i^ 
ors, and Vncharitablenefs towards our Brethren, are 
very great Sins j and tljat (let the Pretence be what it 
will^ Thofe muft be very wcked Men, who are guiU 
ty of Tiem. Some may have a Zeal of God for ought 

I know> 
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I know, in what they do ; but I am fure, if they 
have^ Vf/ mt acc^rJl^g to Km/wledge. And it will be 
all One to a Cbrifiian at the Gnat Day if AceUmt » 
whether he was mifled byThofe who were reoMy mw 
ftakm T%emfelvcs ; Or by fuch as only praftis'd upon 
his ErroKy or Ignorance ; and made his Zeal Subfervient 
to their Vwn pri'uate Etuis, and Interefis. 

Let this then be the Conclufion of all ; That 1>efore 
we indulge our Selves in any immoderate ^warmtb for 
any thing. We take this douhle, neeej/ary Precaution i 
Never to engage in any Caufe which We are not fure 
is Good, and Jftft ; nor ever to furfiie the Interefis of 
it by any Means y but fuch as are confiftent ^ both 
with our Tiety to God ; our Duty to Our Goverftors; 
and our Brdtberly Lave 4M Charity, as well as Jufiice, 
cowards Our Neigtbour^ 

This wHl render alt our AAioos acceptable to God^ 
and im'oce^y if not' alwayi 'Jleafingj to Man. And 
we ftiall then become indeed, ^ like John the Baftift, 
btsmhtgmi jhinifjg Ligbtt, when, with him, we add 
KnoTi^dgeJto our Ardor ; and are as Eminent for our 
Jmoctfsgy^ as we are Remarkabk for our ZeaL 

. - -Goi 6f his Infinite Mercy Grant Us a Rigbt 

UnJerfiandis^ in ok Things : That by Truth and 
Pea£e ; by a fiund F^tb, and an extenfive Cha- 
tity i by AQ mfeined Lwe of God, and a 
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